MINUTES
LEIGH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY 09 SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 1900

Present — Councillors

Steve Humphries (SH) — Chairman
Alfie Southwell (AS)

Alan Bennett (AB)

Julie Taylor (JT)

Clerk
Kaye Elston (KE)

Dorset Councillor Chris Kippax (until 1945)
Members of the public: 4

OPENING REMARKS by CHAIRMAN
The chairman thanked everyone for attending and welcomed the audience to the
meeting.

APOLOGIES for ABSENCE

Mark Read (MR) and Sam Vincent (SV) Chris Kippax (From 19:45)— these were
accepted.

SH advised that Mark Read is going to step down as a parish councillor and once the
clerk has received this in writing then recruitment for a councillor can begin.

LEIGH PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 08 JULY 2025 AND MATTERS ARISING

Minutes of 8 July 2025 Leigh Parish Council meeting were formally approved and
signed by the Chair.

Actions from the last meeting are covered on the agenda

DORSET COUNCILLOR CHRISTOPHER KIPPAX

e Dorset local plan - Councillors and residents need to be aware of the recently
produced consultation document. Councillors confirmed that the information
had been circulated by the clerk. Councillor Kippax urged people to read the
document as it provides good information on the proposed plan. The
government requires this document to be produced and published. It will be
finalised and published in 2027. There are concerns around some of the
development sites but need to remember that they are speculative at this point
and none of them have been decided upon. Dorset Council needs to put
forward a plan that identifies sufficient land for development and the aim is to
put together a sensible approach for sites to be developed. Local events to be
held by Dorset Council in Dorchester on 11 September from 1400 to 1900 at
the Corn Exchange or Sherborne on 7 October 1400 to 1900 at the Digby Hall.

¢ Planning applications — Councillor Kippax is very happy with being kept
informed of comments that the parish council make.

e SH advised that he has chased Dorset Council a few times as there is still a
pedestrians in road sign required at the top of Totnell Hill. Councillor Kippax
agreed to follow this up.

FINANCES OVERVIEW
5.1 Reconciliation of bank account (shared file)
Council approved the Bank Reconciliation:

1




£23,272.99 (as at 31.08.2025)

5.2. Sums allocated to various Sub Accounts

On 01.09.2025 the sums allocated to the sub-accounts stood at

Play Park (£8230.01 on behalf of The Play Park

Committee) £9,145.08
Village Green £2347.78
Community Infrastructure Funds -
Repair and Replace Fund £5389.66
National Lottery Environment Talks Fund -
FUNDS SUMMARY TOTAL £16882.52
Non ring fenced funds £6390.47

5.3 Pension Regulator re-enrolment and re-declaration
Clerk confirmed that this re-declaration process has been completed. Clerk does not
require Leigh Parish Council to set up a pension scheme.

5.4 New Financial Spreadsheet
The data has now been entered and circulated to councillors. AS advised there are
still a few tweaks to be completed.

INVOICES RECEIVED — PRE-APPROVED TO PAY
6.1 The following invoices were presented:

TA Holder (02.07.25) Grass cutting - £236

Lloyds Bank (21.07.25) Monthly service charge - £4.25
Sarah Brockway (28.07.25) Payroll fee - £20

HMRC (31.07.25) PAYE - £117.20

Kaye Elston (31.07.25) Clerk salary - £175.80

TA Holder (04.08.25) Grass cutting - £118.00

Lloyds Bank (19.08.25) Monthly service charge - £4.25
Sarah Brockway (28.08.25) Payroll fee - £20

HMRC (29.08.25) PAYE - £93.60

Kaye Elston (29.08.25) Clerk salary - £140.80

SH queried one sum and a missing payment on the agenda after checking the bank
statement, these have been amended and added into the minutes accordingly.

6.2 Forthcoming payments for advanced approval

e TA Holder grass cutting - £250.
JT has queried the amount as above the normal but were in agreement it is
within the agreed level of £250.

6.3 Payments/Income received
e HMRC (18.07.25) VAT reclaim 2024-25 - £102.26
Currently treated as income as accounts not presented as net figures.
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6.4 Lloyds Bank Card for previous clerk

SH has received a card for one of the previous clerks and therefore recommends the
bank mandate is checked. Clerk will log on and check if her name still appears on the
internet banking system and take the necessary steps to remove them.

7 INTERNAL AUDIT AND CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION
Internal audit report

e Clerk has attended training today which will be covered in item 10 but links to
requirements of internal and external audit for 2025/26.

e £8230.01 being held for the Play Park Committee has been removed from
income and noted on the external audit return (AGAR).

e |deally the Play park Committee would hold this funding but there have been
some delays in setting up their own bank account.

8 BUDGET MONITORING 2025-26

e See Minute 5.4 above.

9 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

e P/HOU/2025/04977 and P/LBC/2025/04978 Brookside Farm, Chetnole
Road, Leigh DT9 6JH - Erect single storey side extension with roof lantern
and alterations to farmhouse. Remedial and alternation works to barns. No
objections.

e This is a late notification that has only come to the clerk today.
P/HOU/2025/05196 lles Farm, Sherborne Road, Leigh DT9 6HW — Erect a
replacement ground floor rear extension, new boundary wall, including gate,
and landscaping. No objections.

10 EMAILS AND POTENTIAL CHANGE TO GOV.UK

e Clerk has attended free training today which provided more information on
Assertion 10 in the newly published Practitioners Guide 2025, which has
previously been circulated to councillors. The requirements will be part of the
internal and external audit for 2025/26.

e Clerk advised that emails need to be more secure and therefore the
recommendation is that a gov.uk one is used or org.uk. It will not be acceptable
to use emails that end in .com or .org as they are not domains that belong to
the parish council. Best practice is for all councillors to have gov.uk emails but
this could be limited to just the clerk, but official council business would need to
go through the clerk. There are a number of providers who can provide the
council with one for the clerk free of charge. The requirement is the parish
council to own their own domain. Councillors are concerned about the potential
costs of setting up emails for all councillors and asked the clerk to find out
more information. Clerk advised she will resend the paper she prepared earlier
in the year.

e Data protection — the parish council need to be confident that they hold data
securely and within the legislation. This links to the first bullet point regarding
emails as the gov.uk domain keeps the information more secure than on other
domains that do not belong to the parish council.

e IT policy — The clerk advised that the parish council would need an IT policy
and that there are model policies, therefore this should be achievable.

o Website accessibility — there is legislation that requires website to be
accessible to as many people as possible. It is unclear if the current website




has the requirements in place as it is a village website and the domain is not
operated by the parish council.

Clerk advised council that without the above in place then Assertion 10 in the
Practitioners Guide 2025 will not be met and be raised at audit.

All councillors were in agreement to monitor the situation and make a decision once
more information regarding costs (set up and running) along with any consequences
of not confirming with this requirement, were made clearer to them.
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DOCUMENTS/POLICIES TO BE UPDATE

e Financial Regulations 2024 — The Clerk is currently working on the new
document and will provide an update at the November meeting.

e Planning Policy — due for review but need to await Dorset Plan to be confirmed
as discussed at agenda item 4 tonight.
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PLAY PARK UPDATE

¢ SH has met with Charlie Adey, of the play park committee who has confirmed
she is unable to continue running the play park committee due to a lack of time
and volunteers. Councillors were in agreement that this committee is
potentially not required at the moment but will review in future if necessary, but
they want to express their thanks to Charlie and the volunteers who have got
the playpark to this position through their hard work. There are some
documents that have been passed onto SH who is currently looking through
them.

e The parish council is holding the grant money that the play park committee had
from the National Lottery which needs to be considered now what happens to
it. Potentially it could come to the parish council, but SH is trying to find out
what it can be used for and councillors agreed that Charlie needs to contact
the National Lottery to advise that the play park committee is dissolving and
they would like to pass the money to the parish council. SH to provide an
update at the next meeting with any progress made.
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VILLAGE GREEN UPDATE

e SH has visited the green and observed that the two benches located by the
hedgerow have been damaged. SH has made a temporary repair, but in the
Spring the parish council will need to consider replacing them. The parish
council could potentially use the National Lottery money, if the terms are met.

e Jo Edwards, son of Jean Edwards, made contact to the parish council as Jean
has passed away and Jo is administering her estate. Jean owned the land
where the Village Green is sited along with the southern field (directly joined to
the green). Jo would like to see this land go to the parish council for a nominal
amount of money, such as £10, with a clause that if the parish council ever
sold the land on, any profits would go back to the Edwards family. Jo has
advised that he will get his solicitor to draw up the necessary paperwork, SH
has asked a solicitor to review this once provided. AS advised that there would
be additional solicitor fees as there would need to be a change of owner with
the Land Registry and also to change The Green from leasehold to freehold.
Councillors were in agreement to purchase the land and change the leasehold
to the freehold for a purchase price of £10.
Proposed: Councillor Steve Humphries
Seconded: Councillor Alan Bennett
All councillor present in agreement




e The Green/Village Hall hedge — there has been a suggestion from the Village
Hall Committee to lower the hedge to incorporate the Hall with the green. The
Village Hall advised they are just at the exploratory stage and are looking for
an agreement from the parish council to find out more information and take
forward as a project. This would then enable the costs to be established.
Councillors were in agreement for the Village Hall to explore this further and
then come back to the parish council.
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FOOTPATHS UPDATE

e Footpaths Representative Leonora Steward has taken on this role and over the
summer has been completing a survey on the Rights of Way and the
infrastructure on the Rights of Ways and paths. Leonora has recorded 232
items of which 96 were undocumented by Dorset Council. All the information
has been recorded on a spreadsheet and will be sent to Dorset Council. The
spreadsheet will support managing the Rights of Way and footpaths.

The parish council want to express a big thank you to Leonora for all her
excellent work.
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DEFIBRILLATOR/CPR COURSE

e The date for the training courses is on Wednesday 08 October at 1630 and
1730 has been advertised. This is free training at the Village Hall provided by
The Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance, although donations would be gratefully
received to support the charity.
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RIVERS UPDATE

e AB updated councillors about the river under Chetnole Road that occasionally
causes problems. The late Graham Fudge wanted something put in place to
prevent these problems reoccurring, and his widow Sue is now looking to
resurrect the process. A plan has been completed with Hills to Rivers but there
are some hurdles to overcome and surrounding farmers are not yet committed
at this scoping stage. One farmer needs to be approached, as major earth
works would be required in his field. The next piece of work is to initially
understand the costs that would be involved and any options for grant funding.
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TRANSPORT
e Wriggle Valley Bus Project update — JT reported that there are no current
updates from Toby at Yetminster Parish council. Councillors will need feedback
prior to committing funding.
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PARISH TRAFFIC CALMING AND SPEED AWARENESS

e Please Slow Down signs are now at three main entry points into the village. At
the end of January/early February feedback will need to be submitted to Dorset
Council.

o Update on 20mph speed limit application — there are no further updates from
the previous meeting where it was confirmed that the application had been
acknowledged by DCC.
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TRIBUTE

e Gordon Morris recently passed away and was previously a parish councillor
along with engaging in many parish activities.

e Paul Orchard has also recently passed away and was previously a parish
councillor along with being involved with village life.

e SH along with all other councillors would like to pass on their thoughts to the
families at this sad time.
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INFORMATION CIRCULATED
e DAPTC Newsletters
e Communications from Councillor Kippax
e NALC Newsletters




Dorset Local Plan presentation from roadshow

NALC Martyn’s Law

Community Action Network newsletter

Road closure at Hunts Bridge, Batcombe 22.09.2025 (posted on website)
Dorset Council Rural Transport Pilots funding opportunities

Volunteer Centre — Dorset

Flood Wessex information
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Parish Council Survey - opportunity to comment by 31.10.2025. SH has
drafted a response, and councillors have added in further information. Clerk to
complete and submit.

Dorset Council Local Plan Options consultation — closing date 13.10.2025.
Dorset Council Local Transport consultation — closing date 13.10.2025.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor vacancies — once MR has confirmed his resignation in writing then
the two vacancies will be advertised.

20

DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS IN LEIGH VILLAGE HALL.:

11 November at 1900

13 January 2026 at 1900
10 March 2026 at 1900

12 May 2026 at 1900

14 July 2026 at 1900

08 September 2026 at 1900
10 November 2026 at 1900

Meeting closed at 2030

Steve Humphries11 November 2025
Chairman, Leigh parish council




